
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 19 August 2004] 

 p5267b-5269a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [1] 

BUNBURY REGIONAL SCHEME 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.40 pm]:  The greater Bunbury regional scheme is better known 
as the greater Bunbury action group, or GRAB.  In a nutshell, this Labor Government is trying to rezone private 
freehold land into regional open space or public open space.  Just what is regional open space or public open 
space?  According to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, Alannah MacTiernan, it is land that is 
permanently reserved for conservation and recreation.  Some have walk trails, car parks and access to beaches.  
Some areas may be suitable for active recreation, but most will be suitable for conservation and walk trails.  It is 
beyond belief that this minister, Alannah MacTiernan, would take 262 acres from one farmer on one property 
with two titles for one large walk trail, conservation and a recreation playground.  Why does this Government 
think it can come in through the farm gate and say, “We want your 262 acres of currently good grazing land that 
is in productive use” and think that it can get away with it?  Just what is this Government really up to?   

Where is the Minister for Agriculture, Kim Chance?  He is in the same place he was in when the Environmental 
Protection Amendment Bill went through the Parliament and the same place whenever wetlands are mentioned: 
hiding, of course.  The communists would be extremely proud of this Government for the way it is trying to steal 
and resume freehold land.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Whose land is being taken, I am sorry? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Just the farmers that the minister purports to represent.  I have been quoted as 
saying that landholders should not worry about the prospect of their land being developed.  In the short term they 
should not worry, but in the long term I am not as sure.  I do not believe that the Government will guarantee that 
the land will be used for purposes other than regional open space.  The Department for Planning and 
Infrastructure has said that once the region scheme is introduced, the current zoning or reservation will apply, 
unless the zoning or reservation is formally amended under the provisions of the Metropolitan Region Town 
Planning Scheme Act and the Western Australian Planning Commission Act, and it will have to go through a 
similar statutory process as the process for the introduction of the region scheme.  As far as I am concerned, this 
leaves the door wide open.  A precedent has already been set in other areas and, although that precedent was in 
different circumstances, it remains on the books.  The department also says that most of the areas in the scheme 
will be treated as class A reserves, giving them the same legal protection as Kings Park.  These airy-fairy 
comments are meant to give landholders some sort of comfort, but what sort of comfort?  I am being very 
sarcastic.  The affected landholders must be absolutely appalled at this Government, and I do not blame them.  I 
do not have time tonight to speak about all the affected landholders, so I will mention Ross Price’s property near 
a beach in the affected area.  Ross has had his property for 19 years and has built up a successful racehorse 
training and agistment as well as a cattle property.  A large percentage of his training is done on the 35 acres that 
the Government wants to pinch.  He uses this location for access to the beach where he works and swims the 
horses in summer.  In other words, it is his training patch and the reason he bought the property in the first place.  
Ross has trained Railway Stakes winners and at any given time has racehorses worth a great deal of money on 
his property.  He bought the property knowing that it was secure and could not be seen from the beach.  It is very 
easy to understand that people who have racehorses worth that much money would want them in a secure 
position.  He is understandably extremely upset that the privacy and security of his home, stables and sheds will 
be greatly reduced as his buffer zone becomes regional open space.  Comments by a department spokesman were 
made that facilities supporting recreational use can be developed, such as change rooms, toilets etc, and that 
public open space can best be understood as the local parks in our suburbs where there are natural pockets of 
bushland or grassed ovals.   

Ross Price will now get a double hit.  He may get walk trails on his 35 acres, a car park, and any Tom, Dick or 
Harry on the beach as a result of better access to the beach for the public, and all on his land - mistake, on all 
what was his land if the Government gets its way.  The Government may even have a toilet built for members of 
the public to use while they are engaging in passive or active recreation.  What is active recreation?  Ross’s 
capacity for training his horses would be entirely diminished.  He would have to consider moving, which is 
something he does not want to do, and nor should he have to.  I have not mentioned the effect it will have on his 
family when they get a whole heap of strangers in their backyard - because it is their backyard that the 
Government is demanding.  I would like the Government to demand the minister’s backyard.  A certain 
percentage of the property earmarked does not comprise sand dunes or fragile environment.  Why does this 
Government want to take so much of people’s land?  What on earth would the Government want with 262 acres 
and why would it want this man’s 35 acres?  The Government is making a huge mistake and people are letting it 
know.  

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a planning decision. 
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Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Officers of the department have gone out to Ross’s place.  They did listen to him 
and they did repeg - at least he thinks they did.  The department has never contacted him to tell him that it has 
accepted the repegging, and it has been some five months now.  The reason for the repegging was that the line on 
the map was to go through his six cottages, which his workers use.  When people travel throughout the area, they 
can see many signs on properties.  One of the property owners likens the situation to Mugabe’s land grab in 
Zimbabwe.  How does that make the minister feel?   

Hon Kim Chance:  I do not know what you are talking about.  I am not aware of any land grab.  I think you are 
talking about a planning decision. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister should have been listening.  They are extremely angry and 
frustrated at a process that they feel they have no control over.  During the course of the next few weeks I will be 
speaking about other affected landholders.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Is it bush planning? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The most land affected is 262 acres.  Every night I will talk about one case that 
will be rezoned.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Rezoning occurs all the time. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Not for public open space and not by people coming in through the farm gate and 
saying that they are taking it.  That is what the Government is doing.  The Government is not acquiring it; it is 
stealing it.  What sort of Government can do this to our hardworking Western Australian families?  What sort of 
people are in this so-called modern Labor Party?  They want to take a long, hard look at their policies and the 
way in which they implement them.  The process they use is appalling.  They are stealing people’s land, 
affecting their livelihood and destroying families by their Mugabe-style land grab. 

I am talking about the Bunbury region open space.   

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a planning decision. 

Hon Bill Stretch:  Of course it is, but they need the Minister for Agriculture to stand up for them.   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes.  It is prime grazing land.   

Hon Kim Chance:  I have not had a single letter or phone call on the matter. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  The minister must be very silly.  He drives down the highway.  Is it an issue?  
These people meet every Tuesday night. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I thought the Western Australian Planning Commission endorsed it. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No.  The appalling process has taken three years.  An older man, Mr Forrest, sat 
in front of me and said that the property has been in their family since the 1800s.  A boundary line goes straight 
through Mr Forrest’s dairy and up to the back fence where his grandchildren live.   
Hon Kim Chance:  Maybe you should take it up with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  A lot of this is prime grazing land.  The minister should take an interest in it. 
Hon Kim Chance:  I would if anyone was having a problem with it. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  If I had the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure sitting in front of me, I 
would attack her policies rather viciously for what they are doing. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Non-one has raised it with me as an agricultural issue. 

Hon Bill Stretch:  That is fair enough. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I guess it is fair enough, but now that I have raised it with the minister, I would 
certainly hope that he will take it up on behalf of the affected farmers, because there are quite a few.  I was at 
Capel the other day, where I interviewed farmers every half hour.  One of them has 180 acres that are being 
taken.  The farmers who talk to me say that they could negotiate if it were beachfront.  They look after their own 
beachfront.  They can see the need to conserve, because they have always done so.  They would prefer 
management plans rather than this style of the Government coming in, threatening them and saying it wants their 
land.  Where will they graze their stock?   

Hon Kim Chance:  We have had this issue on the pastoral leases.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Those were pastoral leases; this is freehold land.  

Hon Ken Travers:  You are misrepresenting the situation.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am not misrepresenting.  



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 19 August 2004] 

 p5267b-5269a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

 [3] 

Hon Ken Travers:  You should read the report of the parliamentary committee.  I will debate this issue with you 
tomorrow.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I have here what the minister said.  
 


